
In all the talk about assessment systems, the complicated and vital area of assessment quality is often misunderstood. Not all tests 

are created equally and the difference between a high-quality test and a low-quality test can be both dramatic and consequential. 

Because testing guides teaching, the quality of an assessment directly impacts classroom learning and the entire educational 

experience across grade levels. 

The difference between high-quality and low-quality 
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The New Meridian Way 
 

At New Meridian, we provide some of the highest-quality testing available in the industry. We believe that assessment should 

measure the skills that matter most: critical thinking, problem solving and effective communication. To do that, every New Meridian 

test item is created with quality and equity in mind, vetted for cognitive complexity and grounded in the principles of evidence-

centered design. Questions are then subject to rigorous statistical analysis, 昀椀eld tested with real students and subject to hours of 
review by a diverse group of educators to ensure they are free of bias. New Meridian assessments are also designed to be accessible 

to all students, including those with disabilities and English language learners.  

Low-Quality Tests. Low-quality testing measures 

super昀椀cial skills. It favors rote memorization—the so-called 
“drill and kill” approach—over critical thinking. Because 
testing guides teaching, low-quality testing leads to low-

quality learning experiences. Students become trapped in 

an unengaging, one-dimensional experience that does little 

to foster a love of learning. 

High-Quality Tests. High-quality testing engages students 

with compelling content that promotes deeper thinking and 

an interest in learning. These assessments promote quality 

learning experiences in the classroom and provide insight into 

how students are progressing toward a mastery of grade-level 

knowledge and skills. High-quality tests also increase equity 

by providing a wide range of accommodations and ensuring 

that tests are free of cultural bias. 

The Value of High-Quality Assessment
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High-quality testing in action

Low-quality Item 

Promotes an unengaging, one-dimensional 

experience 

4rd Grade Math

New Meridian Item 

Engages the student in the problem-solving process by requiring them 

to create a visual model that meets given parameters, and write an 

equation to support their answer. 
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Want to drive real transformation in assessment?  Let’s get in touch.

Want to learn more about the value of high-quality assessment? Book an appointment with a New Meridian specialist. Let’s talk. 

Contact us at sales@newmeridiancorp.org
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High-quality testing in action

Low-quality Item 

Focuses on rote memorization over deeper 
level thinking without a problematized 
scenario  

Biology 

New Meridian Item 

Provides a problematized task scenario that is suf昀椀cient, engaging, 
relevant, and accessible to a wide range of students  


